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One of the biggest heroes in my life, and a person I admire very much is my Grandmother. 1 admire
and respect her for the challenges and tough experiences she has faced in her life, growing up on the
Prairies during the Depression. Her life was very difficult, compared to mine today. Learning what life
was like for her as a child and the many hardships she had to overcome taught me that one of the most
important rules in life is “Don’t take anything in life for granted and appreciate what you have’. She also
taught me to think of others, not just myself, and that it is important to have goals in life. My Grandma is a
very caring and loving person and I admire her for this and also for her courage and determination. She has
great strength of character and I believe the world would be a much better place if there were more people
tike her.

From an early age, my Grandmother had huge responsibilities around the house. When she was
about 6 years old, her father moved their family from Brandon, Manitoba to a farm in Saskatchewan. The
farm needed lots of help and there were 10 people in her family, including 5 older brothers and 2 younger
sisters. Her chores began early in the momning. As well as getting ready for school and helping out with
breakfast, she also fed and watered the chickens, geese and ducks that were raised on the farm. By contrast,
I sometimes think that it is hard getting up in the morning and just getting myself dressed and out the door
for the 3 minute walk up the hill to school. Grandma’s school started much earlier and was about 3 miles
away, which she had to walk. except for sometimes when the horses were not needed for work on the farm.
She appreciated being able to go to school and loved to learn, even though it was difficult and not
considered a priority, with all of her chores and responsibilities on the farm coming first.

At the age of 12, my Grandma was taken out of school and sent to work as a mother’s helper on
another farm. She milked cows, scrubbed floors, set tables, washed dishes and made beds. She worked 7
days a week and her pay was $5.00 per month. She came home once a month and all the money was given
to her parents. She made these sacrifices and didn’t complain, because there was a depression and her goal
was to help to support her family through it. By comparison, I could not even think what it would be like to
go away at that young an age, living with an unfamiliar family and only visiting my family once a month. |
can imagine that I would have a much greater appreciation for my family if this were the case.

My Grandma’s first big job came at about age 14, when she went to work at a hotel in the nearest
town, about 12 miles away. Her pay was $30 a month, which allowed her to set up an account at the
general store. Each month, her father would come to the town to purchase goods for the family and farm
with her pay. If she was lucky, she would be left with a dollar or two for herself. I can’t imagine working
that hard today, only to see my pay going to buy shoes for my brothers.

At age 16, my Grandmother left Saskatchewan and moved to Winnipeg. She met my Grandfather
who was at college there. They went on a few dates until my Grandpa finished college and joined the air
force. He was shipped to Toronto. My Grandma joined him there and they were soon married. They had 5
sons and lived in many different places in Ontario, Quebec and Europe.

My Grandma has lived a difficult but interesting life. As she has had a heart attack. she is not able to
work as hard as she likes to, but she does appreciate all she has and especially having her family and
grandchildren around her. I always enjoy going to visit her and hearing what it was like “when I was your
age’. She sometimes jokes and asks if [ would like to have traded places with her. | know I wouldn’t, but I
will always remember my Grandma as the strong, independent and hard-working role model she is, and
appreciate the lessons learned from her experiences. The one that always stands out whenever [ visit is
‘don’t take anything for granted and appreciate what you have’.
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