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DECEMBER 2011

KIWANIS CHRONICLE

President’s Message
November was of course a big month for our club, with our Mammoth Auction on November 5th.  It looks like we have netted an impressive $49,000 this year, so congratulations to everyone for a job well done.

The winner of the 50/50 draw is still to be announced. 

This past month also marked Remembrance Day, and we recognized the event at our November 7th meeting.  After a reading of Flanders Field by Michael Martyn, WWII veteran, Jack Scott, read a couple of his war poems.  Dr. Dick Johnston then spoke to us about the “Take A Veteran To Dinner” event, which he initiated.  It was a very special lunch.


On November 20th, we manned the buckets for the Santa Claus Parade, with the usual party at Tim and Doug’s law office afterwards.  Orillians were once again very generous, donating just over $5,000, and Kiwanis was well represented.  The winner of that 50/50 draw was Joan Mahaffey.

On November 21st we gathered at Kelsey’s for our New Member Social, where we got to meet some prospective new members, and one of them, Glenn McCurdy, has now submitted his application for membership.  Glenn is with Orillia Power and is familiar to many of us through his involvement with the Kiwanis Children’s Safety Village.


And November 29th featured Induction of our two newest members, Don Smith (sponsored by John Morton), and Joanne Watson (sponsored by Mike Whitwell and Bob Brown).  A heartfelt welcome to both of them. 

And finally, a huge THANK YOU to Stephanie Worthington for volunteering to be the co-Chair of our 33rd Mammoth Auction.  

Carol
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UPCOMING EVENTS

December 4:

Christmas Party at Ivey/Ratcliffe Ranch in Coldwater

                  5:

4 H Lunch at Hawk Ridge 
                  12:

Mark Bissett, Couchiching Conservancy


      19:

Rob Armstrong, new CEO of the YMCA


      26:

NO MEETING – Boxing Day 
January 2:

NO MEETING – Roundtable at Brewery Bay
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KIWANIS SUPPORT OF OUR LOCAL HOSPITAL
      
Highlights: 
	Year
	Donation Amount
	Designation

	2011
	$100,000  pledge 
	Paediatrics and NICU expansion 

	2003
	$75,000
	Kiwanis Children’s Health Centre

	2001
	$109,000
	“My Hospital Our Future” Redevelopment Campaign

	Prior to 2001 
	$131,140
	General Donations and Camp Build Donations. Some donations designated to the establishment of the Paediatrics Oncology Unit


   The Kiwanis Club of Orillia has donated in excess of $420,000 to Soldiers Memorial Hospital

 
If you can read this you have a strong mind:
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Our Members
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Kevin Matheson
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Employer:


Self 
Occupation:


Chiropractor, Wellness Doctor
Family:
Spouse:
Lee Anne
Children:
Justin (19)

Hobbies/Interests:

Hiking, Boating, Travel, Reading, Speaking, Music and 





Dancing with my Wife 
Other:
Desire to help our community become healthier, naturally by example, speaking and educating about wellness

Questions
1.  How long have you been a Kiwanian?

     Less than one year, Since February 2011


2.  What prompted you to join?

     Wanted to get involved in community.  Great reputation as a club, knew Rob Town’s 

     brother Dave

3.  What do you enjoy most about being a Kiwanian?

     Helping our Orillians, T-ball with the kids was so much fun, auction was great too, 

     community spirit

4.  Do you have any particularly memorable (good or bad) Kiwanis moments you’d like to share?

     James Maxwell made us laugh – (ROFLAO) at President’s Night.  Seeing the look in      

     the eyes of the kids wanting to play t-ball.  Always excited and very appreciative of   the moments when we make children smile.

5.  What one or two things do you think many members do not know about you?

      I used to play drums in a band, Lee Anne and I love to jump into a canoe and paddle

      in Algonquin Park, portaging in for days at a time.

Although Kevin is one of our newer members, he has embraced the spirit of Kiwanis from the start and has pitched in wherever needed, and currently takes care of the scheduling for the Kiwanis Children’s Safety Village setup and teardown.
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   Mike Bunn
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Employer:   


Grant Thornton, LLP

Occupation:  


Chartered Accountant

Family:
Spouse:  Lori



Children:  Melissa (29), Lindsay (27)
Hobbies/Interests:  Sailing, Hiking, Canoeing, Camping

Other:  Past Chair of the YMCA of Simcoe Muskoka and
              Past President and Treasurer of the Kiwanis Club
Questions
1.  How long have you been a Kiwanian?

     20 years

2.  What prompted you to join?

     Getting involved in the community and being asked by fellow Kiwanis.

3.  What do you enjoy most about being a Kiwanian?

     Fellowship and the good work we do in the community.

4.  Do you have any particularly memorable (good or bad) Kiwanis moments you’d like to share?

     The year I was presented with the Skid Watson Award and the Special K Award at the     
     same meeting

5.  What one or two things do you think many members do not know about you?

Mike is a past Treasurer of our Club and is always there with his ready smile and soft manner to help with our many projects. 
 
You can never make the same mistake twice
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because the second time you make it, it’s not a mistake, it’s a choice.
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Charles Kelly
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Employer:


Retired
Occupation:




Family:
Spouse:
Nancy
Children:
Charlene (44), Tobin (37)
                        Colin (12), Kayala (10), Clementine (7 mos)
Hobbies/Interests:

Golfing, skiing
Questions
1.  How long have you been a Kiwanian? 

     17 years

2.  What prompted you to join?

     Jim Jones encouraged me to join.  I did so for the fellowship and community service

     Kiwanis provides.

3.  What do you enjoy most about being a Kiwanian?

     Being involved in the betterment of our community. 

4.  Do you have any particularly memorable (good or bad) Kiwanis moments you’d like to share?  Austintown trips had lots of memorable moments, but Jack Harbour was at his best when he arranged with a waitress in the restaurant to announce that a motorhome was on fire in the parking lot.  There was an exodus of a dozen or so Orillia Kiwanians from the restaurant, only to find that Jack The Prankster was doing what he liked to do.
5.  What one or two things do you think many members do not know about you? 
My first employment was at IBM as a computer programmer, when computers   were the size of refrigerators.  The last time the Leafs won the Stanley Cup, I was at the Gardens.  Game  Toronto 3, Montreal 1.  Yeah Francois!

Charles has been a very committed member of our Club since joining and this past year was our Auction co-Chair, and he did a phenomenal job working with Dave North in that role.  Charles is also a member of the Champlain Seniors and plays in their band.

Coffee Card Winners
November 7th     : 
Walt Bulas – for his work once again on the Voucher Board at the auction

November 14th   :
Tim Timpano – for cleaning up the billings for the auction

November 28th   :
Ben Cole – for doing such a great job getting the auction


financials sorted

ABOUT US 
Laws of Life Essay Contest

The Laws of Life Essay Contest invites high school-aged children to write an essay about what they consider to be a Law of Life – a moral, ideal or value by which to live your life.

The essays are judged on content rather than writing skill – was a Law of Life identified, how well was it expanded and the overall impact of the essay.


Each Spring there is an Awards Night, where the top essays in each of the Senior and Junior Division are read and the final placings announced.
The Kiwanis donates cash prizes to the top three placings and up to three runners-up in each division, as well as to the English Department of each participating high school.  A booklet of the winning essays is published each year, and is distributed throughout the community. 
This year’s contest is being chaired by John Mayo.
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History


Over eighty-five years ago the name Kiwanis became part of our community.  The Kiwanis portion of our Club name comes from “American-Indian” origins that is said to mean, “We Trade,” or “We share our talents,” or even, “To Make oneself Known.”  The Kiwanis Club of Orillia has a long heritage of operating within the concepts of trading, sharing and making oneself known, as envisaged in 1915 by the founders of the first Kiwanis Club in Detroit.
TESTIMONIAL
 

  This is an unsolicited letter written by a Mom whose baby's life was saved by the SMH Neonatal ICU.  She is a waitress at Theo’s and was moved by our Club's pledge to the unit and asked if she could write us a piece about her experience there.  This is truly our money at work.
 

       I am writing this letter to tell you about my little graduates.  Graduates from what?  From the OSMH  Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.    William: November 21th   (born Oct 24th)   and Olivia: July 28th 2011   (born June 1st).  Both were 6 weeks premature with different medical issues.  Both spent the first week of life attached to wires and IV lines inside a unit to keep their body temperature regulated, and on CPAC to help them breathe.  
      Both were born by emergency C-section and I saw them for a few seconds before they were taken to the Nursery.  To say the next few hours were long is an understatement.  It was an emotional overload when I got to see William and realized that I could not hold him until the next day. With Olivia, I convinced my nurse that I had to go see her..... off to the nursery we went.  
      Walking through the door, it felt like coming home.  Strange you must think but... hopefully this will explain why.
      As we came in I saw two things that eased my worry - Olivia and her nurse, Lisa.  Lisa looked at me and said, " I remember you.  You're  William's Mom."  Those few words lifted the weight off my shoulders. 
      Though the walls are marked and the space is crammed, that unit is full of loving and caring people.  To the words from your child's nurse,  "Can I get you anything, " "Don't worry,  I have William tonight and I will look after him."  These things are priceless when you need to hear WORDS that make you feel better.
       To say I was happy to hear about your club's donation to the unit is an understatement.  Besides the gift of renovations, you are also supporting the love that both children and parents benefit from and need. 
       It's a gift that knows no boundaries or red tape.  It is one of the greatest gifts.
       When people ask about my children I am proud to say they GRADUATED from OSMH Neonatal Unit and they are just fine.
Thank-you! 
A Preemie Mom
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As we grow up, we realize it becomes 


LESS important to have more friends


and MORE important to have REAL ones.
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