KIWANIS BULLETIN
March 2, 2009

Theos Fine Dinery

Present:  Mike Whitmell, Bruce McRae, Carol Ivey, Sharlene McTaggart, Paul Lavigne, John Parker, Bob MacDonald, Ron Sattler, Francois Tisi, Ed Chmiel, Kathy Lee, Susan Thomas, Nicole McCahon, Dave North, John Mayo, Mike Bunn, James Maxwell, Bob Brown, Marnie Bosco, Bruce Waite

Guests:

Ron Hank, Computer Guys; Eric Can, Paul Lavigne’s brother (different name, so may have that one wrong!); Michael Taylor, Chair of Big Brothers, Big Sisters, and former Kiwanian who has moved back to Orillia; Ed Konda, guest speaker.
Chair:  Dave North (covering for the vacationing Rob Town, who has for some mysterious reason replaced Mike Whitwell as Andrea’s travelling companion)
Minutes:  Carol Ivey (David North apparently can’t multi-task)
Happy Loonies:  James Maxwell – raised over $20,000 at the Curl For Kids Bonspiel this past weekend.  Our own John Mayo received the Jack Stewart Memorial Award for his fundraising on behalf of the bonspiel (congrats John and nice photo in the Packet).  Oh, and as an aside, if anyone needs stitches out, James’ wife is apparently a pro.

    


   Sue Thomas – she has been put on a “financial diet,” but before you feel too sorry for her, you should know it is so she can save to go to Greece in August with a friend; she had a good news/bad news loonie as she also mentioned that she played in a volleyball tournament on the weekend and made it to the semi-finals but then injured her finger so didn’t win the finals.
Francois – his grandkids played hockey over the weekend, and turns out his 8 year-old grandson plays for the Thor Motors Novice AE team and they won their game on Sunday.  Figured that plug should have dragged a loonie out of Brownie, but he must be getting hard of hearing …
Kiwanis International has named April 4 as “Kiwanis Service Day,” and last year’s project was to clean up the Fire Safety Trailer (as well as a case or two of beer!).  It was suggested that the Children’s Safety Village be set up at the Farmer’s Market for this year, but it is booked so suggestions are being sought for an alternate project for that day.  Beer will be included!  Contact Dave North with ideas.

Susan advised that everything is on track for the Kiwanis Music Festival, and the April 6 meeting will be at Mariposa Inn for the Governor’s visit and musical entertainment will be provided.

Osler Bluffs ski event is this Friday, so register online if interested – Dave North has the link if needed.

Our guest speaker was Ed Konda, General Manager of Unison Engine Components of Canada and board member of the Orillia Manufacturing Association.  The O.M.A. is comprised of 26 local manufacturing businesses, representing a broad cross-section of industries.  It was established in 1997 and is a non-profit association that focusses on helping its members grow their businesses and raise their profile.

A recent local think tank attracted 45 people and resulted in some very worthwhile ideas that will work on attracting new manufacturing businesses, as well as helping existing businesses expand, and also assist with LEAN initiatives (reducing costs, inventory, waste and so on).

It is estimated that there are now about 1,000 manufacturing jobs in Orillia, quite a reduction from several years ago.  Orillia does not seem to be equipped to accommodate manufacturers the way Barrie is, for instance we have no industrial parks with ‘ready to build’ sites like Barrie.  Some of the requirements are minimun 20’ ceilings, loading docks, drive-through bays, and so on.  The vacant sites in Orillia do not offer these facilities, and developing this has to be a priority for our political leaders.


Ed was thanked by Bob Brown.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.

